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=" TOP OF THE POPS

_ Peter Dobrin profiles Philly
s, Pops mastermind Peter
Mero as he gets
ready lor his

popular

holiday

shows.

] Sp{JITS
EAGLES vs. GIANTS

Donovan’s back and it's another
must-win game for the Birds.
Malch-ups. Analysis.
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Conducting k juat ona of the rmany musleal skills cultvatad by Pater Mero, Hore, ha laads a rehearsal of tha Philly Pops

@he Philadelphia Inguirver

phillycom

Fans hail the conquering Nero

The Philly
Pops leader
has thrived
on his bond
with the
audience.

By Petor Dabrin
FRLZIERE MU CEITH
If the perfect pops comduc-
toar eoneld e congurad, mnter-
MWanmﬂr
proportioned package of
uﬂumunmmt.h:rr&ﬂl
answer o this description:
Huge talent with polymath
abilitbes and catholic tastes.
Mu=zician who actually en-
Joys giving audicnces what

they want Maecten wirh
charm to chat up donars and
@ven carry on o-mail ex-
changes with fane Plays pl
ano like a dream.

I yoia erowmned this condise-
tor with a silvery aurcole of
hair and white posies, then
seasoned him with a musical

ghow circuit and evolved

intm & hig fai showbuslnoss
caroar, e might look soime-
thing liks ...

“Pater Mera! [ Jusl wand
o el you how much | love
your musk,” e a young
man stopping the conductor
on Broad Strect recenily.

Nero smilida and shakos
the man's hand. “That's why
1 decided o move kere,”

Seoe PETER NERD on A4

widds nma ho ownes

EFAMLES MO f apdiver St
Peler Mere &l a rehaarsal
ol thi Prilly Pops, whiasa
holiday saason opens today.

and tha Fasthal Chorus in Yerzon Hall.



Peter Nero an all-around

INUSIC INan

of their sidn He pot ooy does the
Grieg Plene Concerto in one move-
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Nero says his parents weren't ma-
sbeal, but knew encough to buy him a
good piang. *When I was 11, they

me a used Steinway hodel
(2. Tt was 31,100, which was a lot of
money back then. It was the onby
time they hormowed money™

He played the popular children's
talent shows of the 1950s — incuba-
tors for much of the entertainment
industry’s talent for decades afier
— and came o the attention of Paal
Whiteman, with whom he foupsd
for several years, He had his owm
irbo at the Tropicana in Las Vegas,
returned to New York to play inter-
miszlon plane at the Hickory
Houwse, and was hired by Jilly's, the
fabled 52d Street saloon that wai a
hanpout for Frank Sinatm, Jacse
Gleason and their circle. He spent
Wi impoctant years there develop-
ing his jazz chops with the encoar-
aperment of s calocful owner, Jilly
Rizzo.

1f was the deal with BOA that
spread his spund far and wide. And
then, with a move to Columbia

he scored big in the D=
with a Semmer of 42 single, whase
gales quickly reached 31 mmillion

Along the way, he was marmied
three times. First to his childbeod
sweetheart; they had two children.
Second to a fight attendant from
Alabama. Thers wag a bit of a cl-
mral difference, he now concedes.
Hig current wife is Rebecon Edie, o
pianist for the Fhilly Pops. They
mel on & gig and have been togeth-
er for 10 vears.

Kero compeses and arranges, in
addition to still spending a lot of
r}.ruz_nm'uducﬂng. The Fhilly Pops
post involves considerable adminis-
trative time — auditioning talent,
Googling around for arrangements,
assembling programs that are final-
ized 80 last-minute there's never a
printed E;ngram_

When he doesn’t play the piano at
Philly Pops conterts, he says, he

gEots lefters. Thens's
Bammething very person-

style, the touch, the
sensibilities of a particular pianist.
True, oo, for Mero, At some polat
each year, you can find this two-
time Gramiiy winner — who has
worked with Sinatra, Mel Torme
and Fod Stewart — playing to small
crowds in Florida retirement
homes. Financially, he clearly
doesn’t need that,
He does It, he says, becanse he
miszes the piano.
Fhﬂay_ mﬂln:ll:?ﬁmlm Kera's
ce in ntheon, Musing
about his 'Fawarj.mpapia.nlm in Key.
board Magazine, he said; “Are
Tatur could play anything he want-
ed to, ... Of course, Dsear [Peterson]
1= my man. ... [ probably feel closest
0 Hank Jones sfter Oscar ...
nl:l' Peter Nero plays his buns

Corfac] musc crific F'uhlr;nbﬁn

al 215-854.5511 oF
paoinEphilymess.com, Read his
blog at hitp:figo phillycamiarissatah,

Pop Goes the Holiday!

Pator Maro and tha Phlly Pops
parfarm Hobday Pops! af Venizon
Hall, Broad and Spruco Streets:
N Today at 1 pm.;

B Wednasday al @ pm,;

M Friday at 8 pom.;

W Sataiay at 2 poms

B Surday at T g

W Dac. 19 at 8 pm,;

W Dac. 21 and 22 &l 2 pom.;

B Dwc. 23 ot 2:30 and 7 pom.
Tickets ame 326 w $100. Some
shows may be sold out
Information: 215-883-1888 or

Mero talls with & musbeian &1 the refwearsal. An arm of the Philadeiphia
Orchestra, Philly Pops is & major earner for the |anger ensambda.

“l don’t think there’s a better example of
audi=nce engagement in the arts right now.
Peter has been there for years.”

Hamilton
cpenieral rranager of the Phily Pops



A planizt since sarly childbosd, Norc, 73, hoars from fans I he Sosen’t play paane duning a conced. Egually sl home with the classics and pop, he hes
piryed with Frank Sinddrs, Mél Tosmae and Hod Seward, yot will periorm for small crowds in Flonda rensmisnd homies jusl bo keep his Sowch.

“I enjoy showing how the lines blur. ... I did an arrangement that mixed
the ‘1812 Overture’ and ‘Over the Rainbow.” Somebody called and said,
‘How could you do that to “Over the Rainbow™ 7"

Peter Hero
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